
FIND YOUR VOICE
AND LEARN HOW TO EXPRESS IT



What is voice?

 Voice etymology – from Latin – “call”

 “Voice is the writer's personality that a reader 'hears' in 
a  Text.” (Robert P. Yagelski, Writing: Ten Core Concepts. Cengage, 2015)

 “Voice is the sum of all strategies used by the author to 
create the illusion that the writer is speaking directly to 
the reader from the page.” (Don Fry, quoted by Roy P. Clark, 
Writing Tools. Little, Brown, 2006)



Voice is…

 A unique way of putting words together

 A distinctive way of looking at the world

 Your voice is your self in the story

 Something uniquely your own

 Manner of expression

 A unique sensibility

 It’s a natural attribute, as natural as your speaking voice

 Something uniquely your own

Your writing voice is your unique way of looking at the world.



Voice …

 Attracts the reader

 Communicates directly to the reader

 Gives the illusion of speech – as if you are speaking directly to them

 Keeps the reader engaged and looking for more of your work

 Something readers recognize as your voice



How do you Develop It?

“The best way to develop your writer’s voice is to read a lot. And write 

a lot. There’s really no other way to do it.” Stephen King http://sumo.ly/b72u

 Give yourself the freedom to say things in your own unique way

 Let your personality come out in your writing

 By writing and reading, reading and writing, writing, writing, writing

 Practice your new writing voice until you’re consistent and confident

http://sumo.ly/b72u


Examples of others…

 J. K. Rowling

 Harry Potter Series

 Robert Galbraith crime fiction novels

 Elizabeth George

 Sue Grafton

 Dick Francis

 Stephen King

 P. D. James

 Ruth Rendel



Exercises: How to Make Your Voice Authentic –

1. Describe yourself in three adjectives

2. Ask the question – is this how I talk?

3. Imagine your ideal reader – describe her/him in detail 
and write to her/him.

4. List your favourite cultural influences

5. Free-write – write in a way that is most comfortable to 
you without editing. When you are done, ask yourself if 
you publish stuff that sounds like this.



Exercise: Try practicing different styles

1. Write a paragraph of an opening scene using one of the examples 

below.

2. Rewrite the paragraph, using a different example

 Use a voice from a bygone era

 Through a lens of nostalgia

Clipped, stripped, and hard-boiled

 Luxurious and excessively complicated

With humour or tongue-in-cheek

Calculating and secretive

 Erratic and hare-brained



Different Voices

 Assume different voices in different situations and for different types of 

writing

 E.g. a child’s voice in a novel with a child, writing an essay that is more 

formal, an article about a fun activity, or exploring a serious issue in a novel, 



Exercise: Write a scene that involves a 

confrontation between two people

One is trying to convince the other to go somewhere or visit 

someone. 

The main protagonist speaks under their breath or has 

interjecting thoughts about the situation.

E.g. A parent is trying to convince their teenager to visit their 

eccentric grandparent OR two roommates (or a married 

couple) are debating the merits of going on a trip to the 

Rockies/Overseas. 

One can only think negatively about the pitfalls of the situation 

and the other is cheerful and optimistic



A few tips:

1. Read widely, whether it’s fiction or non-fiction, magazines, novels, 
blogs—just read. And don’t read only the kind of stuff you write; read it all.

2. Let go of fear; it can block your voice. Write your rough draft like 
nobody will ever see it. Just let go, and let go of perfection. Then go back 
to edit.

3. Let your personal style shine. The more you write, the more your style 
emerges and becomes consistent. Do you swear a lot? Swear in your 
writing. Use slang? Write it. Have a few foreign expressions you like? Use 
them. Or not. 



A few tips:

 4. Check your drafts for consistency, repetition, and rhythm. Is attitude and 

tone similar throughout? Are words or phrases repeated unnecessarily? And 

if you stumble while reading your own writing, work on that section until it 

rolls off your tongue naturally.

 5. Make sure you’re confident of the basics like grammar and punctuation.
When you know how to put any kind of sentence together correctly—or fix 

it while editing—you’ll feel free to experiment and let loose with everything 

else.

 http://simplewriting.org/writers-voice/

http://simplewriting.org/writers-voice/


Final word…

 Once you’ve found your voice – continue to develop it.

 There are a lot of voices out there. 

 Set yourself apart

 Show you have something special to say

 And that you have a unique way of saying it.

I write only because / There is a voice within me / That will 

not be still.

–Sylvia Plath
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